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A Manual of Modern Surgery. An exposition of the accepted 
doctrines and approved operative procedures of the present time. 
By John B. Roberts, A.M., M.D., Professor of Anatomy and 
Surgery in the Philadelphia Polyclinic. Second edition, revised 
and enlarged. Illustrated with 473 engravings and eight plates 
in colors. Pp. 842. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers 
& Co. 

This is a very practical work in which the essential features of 
every subject are treated in a simple, direct, and concise manner. 
The brevity of language is occasionally so marked that little descrip¬ 
tion of a method is given beyond the statement of its being. 

In general the views are sound, and the subject is dealt with in ac¬ 
cordance with the title "Modern Surgery. 11 It is much more “up 
to date" than it is ordinarily possible to make a book in these days 
of rapid advances of the surgical art. There are occasional lapses, 
such as the description of bone plates, while Maunsell’s valuable 
method of intestinal reunion is omitted. Witzel’s and Frank’s 
methods ot gastrostomy appear, while Maunsell's and Kader’s more 
recent and far better operations are not mentioned. The fracture 
box also comes to light again; it may, however, appeal as a " new'' 
method to graduates of recent years. Still such rare lapses into what was 
modern surgery only a very few years ago, do not detract from the 
value of the book which is to be recommended to those in need of a 
concise and recent treatise on surgery. The book is well illustrated. 

Charles L. Gibson. 

Transactions of the American Surgical Association. Vol. 
XVII. Edited by De Forest Willard, A.M., M.D., P11.D. 
1899. 

This is the report of the meeting held at Chicago during the 
presidency of Dr. William W, Keen, and represents a high class of 
scientific work, of editorial supervision, and of book-making. The 
president's address was upon the technique of total laryngectomy. 
Dr. Nicholas Scnn read a paper on the first-aid package in military 
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surgery, “ Observations upon the Organization and Equipment of 
Military Field Hospitals in the Volunteer Army” was the title of a 
paper read by Dr. G. R. Fowler, and based upon the author’s expe¬ 
rience as division surgeon and consulting surgeon of the Seventh 
Army Corps. 

Dr. Charles B. Nancredc presented his observations on the 
effects of modern small-arm projectiles as shown by the wounded of 
the Fifth Army Corps during the campaign resulting in the capture 
of Santiago de Cuba. He says that “the greatest advance in mili¬ 
tary surgery on the battle-field in recent times is the ‘first-aid 
packet,' and the greatest boon conferred on the wounded soldier 
has been asepsis and antisepsis, because, in the majority of instances, 
rendering his injuries so painless and their complication so slight that 
even anaesthetics no longer occupy the chief place as a blessing to the 
wounded, because comparatively rarely needed.” The same author 
also says, “ All perforating ball-wounds of the abdomen operated 
upon, I am informed, perished, while a number I saw recovered 
without intervention, antiseptic occlusion being relied upon. The 
Spanish surgeons reported similar results after undoubted intestinal 
perforations.” These two papers on military surgery were followed 
by an interesting discussion, which might with profit to the army 
find its way to Washington. 

Dr. Maurice H. Richardson, in his paper on appendicitis, asks 
the questions, “ Should every case be operated upon as soon as the 
diagnosis of appendicitis is made?” and “Should the appendix be 
removed in every case?” This paper brings our present knowledge 
of this subject up to date. The discussion following its reading was 
animated. 

A paper by Dr. Theodore Koclier on some conditions of healing 
by first intention, with special reference to disinfection of hands, 
adds especial value to this volume of Transactions. 

Dr. Joseph Ransohoff has a paper on nephrotomy and nephrec¬ 
tomy, In a paper on hernia following operations for appendicitis, 
Dr, Francis R. Harrington reports the statistics based upon 503 
cases of appendicitis operated upon at the Massachusetts General 
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Hospital during ten years. The paper by Dr. A. Vander Veer on 
unusual cases of appendicitis and complications presents the anoma¬ 
lies of this disease. 

The other papers in this volume maintain the general high 
standard of work done by this Association. Under the editorship of 
Dr. De Forest Willard, the “ Transactions of the American Surgical 
Association" continue to be the best edited volume of society trans¬ 
actions that comes into our hands. 

James P. Warbasse. 


Transactions of .the American Orthopedic Association, Vol. 

XII. 1899. 

This volume represents the proceedings of this Association at the 
meeting held in New York in 1899. The presidential address, de¬ 
livered by Dr. W. R. Townsend, traces the development of New 
York hospitals from the New Amsterdam Hospital, opened by the 
Dutch West India Company in 1658, down to the present day. The 
autobiographical reminiscences of Dr. Charles Fayette Taylor, in 
which he describes the invention and introduction into use of his 
splint for spinal caries, are of extreme interest. 

The correction of lateral curvature, congenital deformities of the 
spine, ostco-arthritis of the spine or spondylitis deformans, observa¬ 
tions on the treatment of congenital dislocations of the hip, position 
symptoms in joint-diseases, palsy of the interossei muscles in talipes 
arcuatus, the State care of indigent crippled children, rheumatoid 
arthritis, are some of the most important subjects treated in the fifty 
papers published in this volume of Transactions. 

Biographical sketches of Dr. A. B. Judson, Dr. W. J. Little, and 
Dr. William Detmold, the fathers of subcutaneous tenotomy, are pre¬ 
sented. The volume is a credit to the Association. It is well edited 
and printed. 


James P. Warbasse. 



